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Sample Vows  Number 1     MODERN 
 

Opening Words 
 

Officiant: On behalf of Groom and Bride, I welcome everyone here to this day of love and 

celebration. 

 

Bride and Groom, you have come here today to publicly affirm the beginning of what is and what 

will continue to be, a celebration of togetherness and love. 

 

For, in your hearts, your marriage already exists. In many of your everyday moments together, 

you’ve may have had many conversations about hopes, promises, dreams, values and yes, fears.  

You have shared adventures, you have shared decisions, you may have made concessions to each 

other and perhaps even had to make compromises.  You’ve told each other your stories--many parts 

of which you have shared with no one else.  And what has developed from these conversations has 

been love and the making of a covenant — a bond of commitment that is yours and yours alone. 

Together, you have decided what you want in life, what you believe in, what you hope for.  And 

most of all, that you want to be together through all that life has to offer. 

 

And so you are here today because you have said to one another, “I love you. I trust you. I will be 

here for you when you are in need, and I will not leave."  In this way, the marriage is complete. All 

that's left is the wedding ceremony, which is a public declaration of your love and commitment to 

each other. Today you legally become that which you already are in heart and mind,  

--a couple united in marriage. 

 

Groom and Bride, as a couple united in marriage, you will grow together in heart, mind and in 

spirit. This mutual growth and sharing will strengthen your love and relationship more than any 

spoken words or written ceremony.  Marriage is a promise, a world of possibilities made in the 

hearts of two people who love each other and will take a lifetime to fulfill.  It is a journey, not a 

destination. 

 

Today you proclaim your love and commitment to the world, to family and to friends present, and 

so I ask that you turn toward one another and join hands. 

 

Statement of Intention: 
 

Do you, Groom, take Bride as your wife, joining with Bride today in heart, mind and spirit, offering 

Bride unconditional love and commitment? Do you promise to honor Bride’s growth and freedom 

as well as your own, do you promise to cherish and protect Bride, to love and embrace Bride in 

times of challenge and hardship, as well as in times of joy? If so, respond by saying “I do”. 

 

(Groom) I do. 

 

Do you, Bride, take Groom as your husband, joining with him today in spirit, offering Groom 

unconditional love and commitment from this day forward? Do you promise to honor Groom’s 

growth and freedom as well as your own, do you promise to cherish and protect Groom, to love and 

embrace him in times of challenge and hardship, as well as in times of joy? If so, respond by saying 

“I do”. 
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(Bride) I do.  

 

Repeated Vows 
 

Having stated your intentions to each other (and before all of us gathered here), I now ask that you 

repeat after me: 

 

(Groom) I, Groom take you, Bride as my wife, my friend and my love, beside me and apart from 

me, in laughter and in tears, in conflict and tranquility, asking that you be no other than yourself, 

loving what I know of you, trusting what I do not know yet, in all the ways that life may find us. 

 

(Bride) I, Bride, take you, Groom, as my husband, my friend and my love, beside me and apart from 

me, in laughter and in tears, in conflict and tranquility, asking that you be no other than yourself, 

loving what I know of you, trusting what I do not know yet, in all the ways that life may find us. 

 

Exchange of Rings 
 

These rings symbolize the beginning of life of adventure filled with wonder, surprises, laughter, 

tears, celebration, grief and joy. They symbolize your two lives now joined in one unbroken circle, 

never ending. Wear them always as a visible reminder of your vows of love and commitment this 

day. 

 

Bride, please extend your left hand. Groom, as you place the ring on Bride’s finger, repeat after me: 

 

Groom: I give you this ring as token that I shall love you, in all times, in all places, and in all ways, 

forever. 

 

Groom, please extend your left hand. Bride, please place this ring on Groom’s finger and repeat 

after me: 

 

Bride: I give you this ring as token that I shall love you, in all times, in all places, and in all ways, 

forever. 

 

Closing Words Final Blessings 
(Insert your favorite poem or passage of your choice if you wish to use something else). 

 

“An Apache Blessing” 
 

Now you will feel no rain, for 

each of you will be shelter for the other. 

Now you will feel no cold, for 

each of you will be warmth to the other. 

Now there will be no loneliness, for 

each of you will be companion to the other. 

Now you are two persons, but 

there is only one life before you. 

May beauty surround you both in the 
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journey ahead and through all the years. 

May happiness be your companion and 

your days together be good and long upon the earth. 

 

Treat yourselves and each other with respect, and 

remind yourselves often of what brought you together. 

Give the highest priority to the tenderness, 

gentleness and kindness that your connection deserves. 

When frustration, difficulties and fear assail your relationship, as 

they threaten all relationships at one time or another, 

remember to focus on what is right between you, 

not only the part which seems wrong. 

In this way, you can ride out the storms when 

clouds hide the face of the sun in your lives - 

remembering that even if you lose sight 

of it for a moment, the sun is still there. 

And if each of you takes responsibility for 

the quality of your life together, 

it will be marked by abundance and delight.  

 

Pronouncement  
 

Groom and Bride, in so much as the two of you have agreed to live together in marriage, you have 

promised your love for each other by joining of your hands, the saying of these vows, and the 

giving of these rings, I now declare you to be married according to law in the State of California.  

 

You may now express your happiness at this beginning of your married life with a kiss. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, may I present to you for the first time as a happy, loving and married couple, 

Groom and Bride. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, may I present to you for the very first time as husband and wife, Mr. and 

Mrs. Groom and Groom Last name. 

 

Alternate Option to “An Apache Blessing” 

 

“Will You Ever?” 
 

I don’t think you will  

Ever fully understand 

How you’ve touched my life, 

And made me who I am. 

 

I don’t think you will every fully comprehend 

Just how truly special you are, 

That even on the darkest nights, 

You are my brightest star. 
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I don’t think you will every fully comprehend, 

How you’ve made my dreams come true. 

Or how you’ve opened my heart, 

To love and the wonders it can do. 

 

You’ve allowed me to experience 

Something very hard to find, 

Unconditional love that exists, 

In my body, soul, and mind. 

 

I don’t think you could ever feel, 

All the love I have to give, 

And I’m sure you’ll never realize, 

You’ve been my will to live. 

 

You are an amazing person, 

And without you, I don’t know where I’d be. 

Having you in my life, 

Completes and fulfills every part of me. 

 

Sample Vows  Number 2   MODERN 
 

Opening Words 
 

Officiant: On behalf of Groom and Bride, I welcome everyone to this beautiful day of joy and 

celebration. 

 

We are gathered here today to celebrate one of life's greatest moments and to give recognition to the 

worth and beauty of your love for each other as you exchange your vows of love and commitment. 

 

Marriage is a commitment to a life together, the best that two people can find and bring out in each 

other.  It offers opportunities for giving, for sharing and for growth that few other relationships can 

equal.  It is a union that gives promise for a lifetime.  

 

Marriage offers unrequited love which deepens and enriches every facet of life. Happiness seems 

fuller, memories seem fresher, and the commitment two people share is stronger. Married love 

understands and forgives the mistakes that each person makes and yet, are unable to avoid. 

Marriage encourages and nurtures new beginnings, new experiences, and new ways of expressing a 

love can be deeper than life itself. 

 

When two people pledge their love for each other in marriage, they create a union unique unto 

themselves which binds them closer than any spoken or written words can ever achieve. Marriage is 

a shared promise, a potential made in the hearts of two people who love each other and it can take a 

lifetime to fulfill.   Marriage is not the ending of two individual lives, but a beginning of a journey 

of two lives together as one. 

 

Today you proclaim your love and commitment to those gathered here and to the world.  So I ask 

that you turn toward one another and join hands. 
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Statement of Intention: 

 
Groom, do you take Bride to be your wedded wife, to live together in marriage? Do you promise to 

love Bride, comfort and honor Bride, in sickness and in health, in sorrow and in joy, forsaking all 

others, so long as you both shall live? If so, respond by saying “I do”. 

 

(Groom) I do. 

 

Bride, do you take Groom to be your wedded husband, to live together in marriage? Do you 

promise to love Groom, comfort and honor Groom, in sickness and in health, in sorrow and in joy, 

forsaking all others, so long as you both shall live? If so, respond by saying “I do”. 

 

(Bride) I do.  

 

 

Repeated Vows 
 

Having stated your intentions to become married before those gathered here, I now ask that you 

repeat after me: 

 

(Groom) Today, I give myself to you, and ask for your tomorrows. I choose you above all others to 

share my life with me. I promise to love and respect you, to honor and care for you, when life seems 

easy and when it seems difficult. I give you all of my love and trust, and ask that you accept me 

through all the changes of our lives. 

 

(Bride) Today, I give myself to you, and ask for your tomorrows. I choose you above all others to 

share my life with me. I promise to love and respect you, to honor and care for you, when life seems 

easy and when it seems difficult. I give you all of my love and trust, and ask that you accept me 

through all the changes of our lives. 

 

Exchange of Rings 
 

These rings symbolize the beginning of an adventure filled with wonder, surprises, laughter, tears, 

celebration, grief and joy. They symbolize your two lives now joined in one unbroken circle of life 

together.  Wear them always as a visible reminder of your vows of love and commitment. 

 

Bride, please extend your left hand. Groom, as you place the ring on her finger, repeat after me: 

 

Groom: I give this ring as my gift to you. Wear it and think of me and know that I love you. 

 

Groom, please extend your left hand. Bride, please place this ring on Groom’s finger and repeat 

after me: 

 

Bride: I give this ring as my gift to you. Wear it and think of me and know that I love you. 

 

Final Words and Blessings 
 



Bayview Officiants Samples Vows   (rev 1-1-2014) 

 6 

Groom & Bride, you have pledged to each other to be loving friends  

and partners in marriage. 

   

Always be there for each other.  Talk to one another and as important, listen to one another. 

Trust and appreciate each another.  

Respect and cherish each other's uniqueness as an individual.   

Support, comfort and strengthen each other through all of life's joys and sorrows.  

 

For you both have promised to share hopes, thoughts and dreams with each other as you 

build your lives together.    

 

May your lives be ever as close as you feel close at this moment.  

May your love keep you together always. 

    

Remember to build a home that is compassionate  

to all, full of respect and honor for others, but more important, to each other.  

 

May your new life together be forever filled with peace, happiness and love. 

 

Pronouncement  
 

Groom and Bride, in so much as the two of you have agreed to live together in marriage, have 

promised your love for each other by these vows, the giving of these rings and the joining of your 

hands, I now declare you to be married.  

 

You may share your first kiss upon being married. 

. 

Ladies and gentlemen, may I present to you for the first time as married, the happy couple, Groom 

and Bride Last name. 

 

Sample Vows Number 3  MODERN 
 

Opening Words 
 

On behalf of Groom and Bride, I welcome everyone to this day of joy and celebration. 

 

Bride and Groom in presenting yourselves here today to be joined in marriage, you are performing 

an act of love. Your relationship can grow and develop and last forever, but only if you both 

commit to doing so, for a lasting and growing love is not guaranteed by any ceremony or ritual. 

 

It is fitting now to speak briefly about love. We live in a world of joy and fear and we search for 

meaning and strength in the seeming disorder. We can discover the truest guideline to our quest 

when we realize and know love in all its magnitudes. Love is the eternal force of life. Love is the 

force of life which helps us face our fears and uncertainties with courage and strength. 

 

Groom and Bride, you are joining in marriage because you truly enjoy each other's company and 

because you desire to be together. You are marrying because each of you know and trust that you 

can grow in humanity and in more fully in love while touching the other. You are marrying because 
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you desire to live life fully as a married couple. Keep this understanding of your marriage fresh and 

alive in the years to come. 

 

Today you proclaim your love and commitment to each other and to the world.  So I ask that you 

turn toward one another and join hands. 

 

Preliminary Vows: 
 

Groom, do you take Bride to be your wedded spouse/husband/wife, to live together in marriage? Do 

you promise to love Bride, comfort and honor him/her, in sickness and in health, in sorrow and in 

joy, forsaking all others, so long as you both shall live? If so, respond by saying “I do”. 

 

(Groom) I do. 

 

Bride, do you take Groom to be your wedded spouse/husband/wife, to live together in marriage? Do 

you promise to love Groom, comfort him/her, and honor him/her, in sickness and in health, in 

sorrow and in joy, forsaking all others, so long as you both shall live? If so, respond by saying “I 

do”. 

 

(Bride) I do.  

 

Repeated Vows 
 

Having stated your intentions to each other and before those gathered here, I now ask that you 

repeat after me: 

(Groom) Today, I give myself to you, and ask for your tomorrows. I choose you above all others to 

share my life with me. I promise to love and respect you, to honor and care for you, in sorrow and 

in joy, when times are easy or when times are hard. I give you all of my love and trust, and ask that 

you accept me through all the changes of our lives. 

 

(Bride) Today, I give myself to you, and ask for your tomorrows. I choose you above all others to 

share my life with me. I promise to love and respect you, to honor and care for you, in sorrow and 

in joy, when times are easy or when times are hard. I give you all of my love and trust, and ask that 

you accept me through all the changes of our lives. 

 

Exchange of Rings 
 

These rings mark the beginning of an adventure filled with wonder, surprises, laughter, tears, 

celebration, grief & joy. They symbolize your two lives now joined in one unbroken circle. Wear 

them always as a visible reminder of your vows of love and commitment. 

 

Groom, please place this ring on the Bride’s finger and repeat after me: 

I give this ring, as my gift to you. Wear it and think of me and know that I love you. 

 

Bride, please place this ring on Groom’s finger and repeat after me: 

I give this ring as my gift to you. Wear it and think of me, and know that I love you. 

 

Final Words and Blessing 
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Groom & Bride, as you pledge to each other to be loving friends and partners in marriage.   

Remember to talk and to listen to each other,  

To trust and to appreciate one another;  

To respect and cherish each other's uniqueness;   

Always support, comfort and strengthen each other through life's joys and sorrows.  

For you have promised to share hopes, thoughts and dreams as you 

build your lives together.    

May your lives be ever intertwined, and your love you share keep you together.    

Remember to build a home that is compassionate to all, full of respect and honor for others  

and more important, for each other.  

May your home be forever filled with peace, happiness and love. 

 

Pronouncement  
 

Groom and Bride, in so much as the two of you have agreed to live together in matrimony, have 

promised your love for each other by these vows, the giving of these rings and the joining of your 

hands, I now declare you to be married.  

 

You may kiss the Bride. 

 

May I introduce for the very first time as married, Groom and Bride.  (or) the very happy couple, 

Groom and Bride Last name. 

 

Sample Vows 4  RELIGIOUS 
 

Opening Words 
 

On behalf of Groom and Bride 2, I welcome all on the wonderful occasion.  

 

We have come here today before God to join this couple in matrimony and to celebrate their love 

for each other.  All religions speak of love, for it is the root of our existence, and the foundation on 

which we build our lives. 

 

Marriage is a sacred commitment made with love. It offers opportunities for sharing and growth that 

few other relationships can equal.  Marriage is a union that is a shared promise for a lifetime.  

 

Marriage deepens and enriches every facet of life. Happiness is fuller, memories are fresher, and 

commitments are stronger. Married love understands and forgives the mistakes that each person is 

unable to avoid.  It encourages and nurtures new life, new experiences, and new ways of expressing 

a love that is deeper than life itself. 

 

We were created by God to love one another.  We see the destiny of this in the love of husband and 

wife, which bears the imprint of God’s divine love. Love is our origin; love is our constant calling; 

love is what we share; love is who we are. 
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When two people pledge their love for each other in marriage, they create a spirit unique unto 

themselves which binds them closer than any spoken or written words.  Marriage is a promise, a 

potential made in the hearts of two people who love each other and it takes a lifetime to fulfill. 

 

Today you proclaim your love and commitment before God and before those gathered here, and so I 

ask that you turn toward one another and hold hands. 

 

Statement of Intention: 
 

Bride and Groom, please join hands. 

 

Groom, do you take this woman, whose hands you hold, choosing her alone to be your wedded 

wife? Do you promise to live with her in the state of true matrimony? Do you pledge to love, 

comfort and honor her at all times, and to be faithful to her? If so, respond by saying I do. 

 

 (Groom) I do 

 

Bride, do you take this man, whose hands you hold, choosing him alone to be your wedded partner? 

Do you promise to live with him in the state of true matrimony? Do you pledge to love, comfort and 

honor him at all times, and to be faithful to him? If so, respond by saying I do. 

 

(Bride) I do.  

 

Repeated Vows 
 

Having stated your intentions to each other and before God and those gathered here, I now ask that 

you repeat after me: 

 

(Groom) In the name of God, I Groom  take you,  Bride to be my wife, to have and to hold from this 

day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to 

cherish for all the days of our lives 

 

(Bride) In the name of God, I  Bride take you, Groom to be my husband, to have and to hold from 

this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to 

cherish for all the days of our lives 

 

Exchange of Rings 
 

Officiant: These rings symbolize the beginning of an adventure filled with wonder, surprises, 

laughter, tears, celebration, grief & joy.  They symbolize your two lives now joined in one unending 

circle.  

 

Bless, Oh God, these rings, that each gives, receives and wears as a sign of the covenant between 

them and with you.  May they wear them always as a visible reminder of their vows of love and 

commitment for to each other. 
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Groom, please place this ring on Bride’s finger and repeat after me: 

 

Receive this ring as a symbol of wedded love and faith. 

 

Bride, please place this ring on Groom’s finger and repeat after me: 

 

Receive this ring as a symbol of wedded love and faith. 

 

Final Words and Blessing 
 

Oh God, our hearts are filled with great happiness on Groom and Bride’s wedding day, as they 

pledge their hearts and their lives to one another. Grant that they may be ever true and loving to 

each other. Temper their hearts with kindness and understanding. Help them to always remember to 

be each other's friend, partner and one true love. Nurture them with strength, love and compassion 

during times of challenge. And with the passage of time, may the home they have created, truly be a 

place of love and harmony, where your spirit is always present.  Bless this union and their life 

together, and walk beside Groom and Bride throughout their lives together.  

 

Pronouncement 
 

Groom and Bride, in so much as the two of you have agreed to live together in marriage, have 

promised your love for each other by these vows, the giving of these rings and the joining of your 

hands, I now declare you to be married.  

 

You may now share this happiness with a kiss. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, may I present to you for the first time as husband and wife, the happy couple 

Bride and Groom (e.g. John & Mary) 

 

Sample Vows 5    RELIGIOUS 
 

Opening Words 
 

Bride and Groom in presenting yourselves here today before God and those gathered here, to be 

joined in marriage, you are performing an act of love. Your relationship can grow and develop and 

last forever, but only if you both commit to doing so, for a lasting and growing love is not 

guaranteed by any ceremony or ritual. 

 

It is fitting to speak briefly about love. We live in a world of joy and fear and search for meaning 

and strength in the seeming disorder. We discover the truest guideline to our quest when we realize 

love in all its magnitudes. Love is the eternal force of life. Love is the force that allows us to face 

fear and uncertainty with courage and strength. 

 

Groom and Bride, you are marrying because you enjoy each other's company and because you want 

to be together. You are marrying because each of you can grow in humanity and in love more fully 

while touching the other. You are marrying because you can live life fully as husband and wife. 

Keep this understanding of your marriage fresh and alive in the years ahead. 
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Today you proclaim your love and commitment to those gathered here and to the world, and so I 

ask that you turn toward one another and join hands. 

 

Preliminary Vows: 
 

Groom, do you take this woman, whose hands you hold, choosing her alone to be your wedded 

wife? Do you promise to live with her in the state of true matrimony? Do you pledge to love, 

comfort and honor her at all times, and to be faithful to her?   If so, please respond by saying “I do.” 

 

(Groom) I do 

 

Bride, do you take this man, whose hands you hold, choosing him alone to be your wedded 

husband? Do you promise to live with him in the state of true matrimony? Do you pledge to love, 

comfort and honor him at all times, and to be faithful to him/her?  If so, please respond by saying “I 

do.” 

 

(Bride) I do.  

 

Repeated Vows 
 

Having stated your intentions to each other and before God and those gathered here, I now ask that 

you repeat after me: 

 

(Groom) In the name of God, I Groom,  take you Bride, to be my wife, to have and to hold from this 

day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to 

cherish for all the days of our lives 

 

(Bride) In the name of God, I  Bride take you Groom, to be my husband, to have and to hold from 

this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to 

cherish for all the days of our lives 

 

Exchange of Rings 
 

Officiant: These rings mark the beginning of an adventure filled with wonder, surprises, laughter, 

tears, celebration, grief & joy. They symbolize your two lives now joined in one unbroken circle.  

 

Bless, Oh God, these rings, that each gives, receives and wears as a sign of the covenant between 

them and with you.  May they wear them always as a visible reminder of their vows of love and 

commitment to each other. 

 

Groom, please place this ring on Bride’s finger and repeat after me: 

 

Receive this ring as a token of our wedded love and faith 

 

Bride, please place this ring on Groom’s finger and repeat after me: 

 

Receive this ring as a token of our wedded love and faith 
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Final Words and Blessing 
 

As you begin your married life together, may God grant you both... 

Love... affording each other a special quality of time together. 

Joy...in the accomplishments of one another. 

Understanding...that your interests and desires will not always be the same. 

Friendship...based on mutual trust. 

Courage...to speak of a misunderstanding and to work on a solution before the setting of the sun. 

Compassion...to comfort each other in times of pain and sorrow. 

Foresight...to know and realize that rainbows follow rainy days. 

Imagination...to keep with you creation in love for each other.   

Awareness...to live each day with the knowledge that there is no promise of tomorrow. 

 

May God bless you and keep you in the Palm of His hand. 

 

I now pronounce you husband and wife, and now declare you as married. 

 

You many now express your happiness with a kiss.  

 

Pronouncement 
 

 (If there are guests and the Bride is NOT taking the Groom's last name) 

Ladies and gentlemen, may I present to you for the first time as married, the happy couple Bride 

and Groom (e.g. John & Mary) 

 

Sample Vows 6    Modern, (short, one page version) 

 

Bride and Groom, you have are here today to publicly affirm the beginning of what is and what will continue 

to be, a celebration of togetherness and love as husband and wife.  Please face each other and join hands. 

 

Groom and Bride, as husband and wife, you will grow together in heart, mind and in spirit. This mutual 

growth and sharing will strengthen your love and relationship more than any spoken words or written 

ceremony. 

 

Do you, Groom, take Bride as your wife, joining with her today in heart, mind and spirit, offering her 

unconditional love and commitment?  If so, please say “I do.” 

 

Do you, Bride, Take Groom, as your husband, joining with him today in heart, mind and spirit, offering him 

unconditional love and commitment?  If so, please say ”I do.”  

 

Having stated your intentions to each other (and before all of us gathered here), I now ask that you repeat 

after me: 

 

(Groom) Today, I give myself to you, and ask for your tomorrows. I choose you above all others to share my 

life with me. I promise to love and respect you, to honor and care for you, when life seems easy and when it 

seems difficult. I give you all of my love and trust, and ask that you accept me through all the changes of our 

lives. 

 

(Bride) Today, I give myself to you, and ask for your tomorrows. I choose you above all others to share my 

life with me. I promise to love and respect you, to honor and care for you, when life seems easy and when it 
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seems difficult. I give you all of my love and trust, and ask that you accept me through all the changes of our 

lives. 

 

These rings symbolize your two lives joined in one unbroken circle. Wear them always as a visible reminder 

of your vows of love and commitment. 

 

Groom, please place this ring on the Bride’s finer and repeat after me: 

I give this ring as my gift to you. Wear it and think of me and know that I love you. 

 

Bride, please place this ring on Groom’s finger and repeat after me: 

I give this ring as my gift to you. Wear it and think of me and know that I love you. 

 

Groom & Bride, you have pledged to each other to be loving friends  

and partners in marriage. 

   

May your lives be ever as close as your are this moment.  

May your love keep you together always. 

 

Groom and Bride, in so much as the two of you have agreed to live together in marriage, have promised your 

love for each other by these vows, the giving of these rings and the joining of your hands, I now declare you 

to be husband and wife. You may now share this happy moment with a kiss. 

 

May I present to those of us gathered here for the first time as married, the happy couple,  Groom and Bride 

Last name. 

 

Sample Vows 7  Minimum Compliance 
 

CALIFORNIA FAMILY.CODE  

SECTION 420-426  

 
420.  (a) No particular form for the ceremony of marriage is 

required for solemnization of the marriage, but the parties shall 

declare, in the physical presence of the person solemnizing the 

marriage and necessary witnesses, that they take each other as 

husband and wife. 

 

Example: 

 

Groom:  Do you Groom declare in the presence of this witness, take Bride as your wife?  If so, 

please indicate your intentions by saying “I do.” 

 

Bride:  Do you Bride declare in the presence of this witness, take Groom as your husband?  If so, 

please indicate your intentions by saying “I do.” 

 

With those declarations, I now pronounce you married. 

 

You may now kiss to celebrate this union. 

 

May I present for the very first time as married, the happy couple, Groom and Bride Last name. 
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Sample Vows 8   MODERN (Original Modern Vows 1 with some Spanish)    

 

Opening Words 
 

Officiant: On behalf of Bride and Groom, I welcome everyone here to this day of love and 

celebration. 

 

Groom and Bride, you have come here today to publicly affirm the beginning of what is and what 

will continue to be, a celebration of togetherness and love. 

 

For, in your hearts, your marriage already exists. In many of your everyday moments together, 

you’ve may have had many conversations about hopes, promises, dreams, values and yes, fears.  

You have shared adventures, you have shared decisions, you have made concessions to each other 

and perhaps even had to make compromises.  You’ve told each other your stories--many parts of 

which you have shared with no one else.  And what has developed from these conversations has 

been love and the making of a covenant—a bond of commitment that is yours and yours alone. 

Together, you have decided what you want in life, what you believe in, what you hope for.  And 

most of all, that you want to be together through all that life has to offer. 

 

And so you are here today because you have said to one another, “I love you. I trust you. I will be 

here for you when you are in need, and I will not leave."  In this way, the marriage is complete. All 

that's left is the wedding ceremony, which is a public declaration of your love and commitment to 

each other. Today you legally become that which you already are in heart and mind, --a husband 

and a wife. 

 

Bride and Groom, as husband and wife, you will grow together in heart, mind and in spirit. This 

mutual growth and sharing will strengthen your love and relationship more than any spoken words 

or written ceremony.  Marriage is a promise, a world of possibilities made in the hearts of two 

people who love each other and will take a lifetime to fulfill.  It is a journey, not a destination. 

 

Today you proclaim your love and commitment to the world, to family and to friends present, and 

so I ask that you turn toward one another and join hands. 

 

Statement of Intention: 
 

Do you, Bride, take Groom as your wife, joining with her today in heart, mind and spirit, offering 

her unconditional love and commitment? Do you promise to honor her growth and freedom as well 

as your own, do you promise to cherish and protect her, to love and embrace her in times of 

challenge and hardship, as well as in times of joy? If so, respond by saying “I do”. 

 

(Bride) I do. 

 

Do you, Groom, take Bride as your husband, joining with him today in spirit, offering him 

unconditional love and commitment from this day forward? Do you promise to honor his growth 

and freedom as well as your own, do you promise to cherish and protect him, to love and embrace 

him in times of challenge and hardship, as well as in times of joy? If so, respond by saying “I do”. 

 

(Groom) I do.  
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Repeated Vows 
 

Having stated your intentions to each other (and before all of us gathered here), I now ask that you 

repeat after me: 

 

(Bride) I, Bride take you, Groom as my wife, my friend and my love, beside me and apart from me, 

in laughter and in tears, in conflict and tranquility, asking that you be no other than yourself, loving 

what I know of you, trusting what I do not know yet, in all the ways that life may find us. 

 

SPANISH: (Bride) Yo, Groom tomo a, Groom como me esposa, mi amiga,  y me amor, al lado de 

mi,  y aparte de mi, en risa,  y en lagrimas, en conflicto,  y al tranquilidad, preguntando que no 

seas ningun otro que usted mismo, adorando lo que se de ti, confiando de lo que no se todavia, en 

todas las maneras que la vida nos puede encontrar. 

 

(Groom) I, Groom, take you, Bride, as my husband, my friend and my love, beside me and apart 

from me, in laughter and in tears, in conflict and tranquility, asking that you be no other than 

yourself, loving what I know of you, trusting what I do not know yet, in all the ways that life may 

find us. 

 

Exchange of Rings 
 

These rings symbolize the beginning of life of adventure filled with wonder, surprises, laughter, 

tears, celebration, grief and joy. They symbolize your two lives now joined in one unbroken circle, 

never ending. Wear them always as a visible reminder of your vows of love and commitment this 

day. 

 

Groom, please extend your left hand. Bride, as you place the ring on her finger, repeat after me: 

 

Bride: I give you this ring as token that I shall love you, in all times, in all places, and in all ways, 

forever. 

 

Bride, please extend your left hand. Groom, please place this ring on Bride’s finger and repeat after 

me: 

 

Groom: I give you this ring as token that I shall love you, in all times, in all places, and in all ways, 

forever. 

  

SPANISH:  (Groom) Te doy este anillo como muestra que te quiero, en todos los tiempos, en 

todos los lugares,  y en todas las maneras, para siempre. 

 

Closing Words Final Blessings 
 

(Insert your favorite poem or passage of your choice if you with to use something else). 

“An Apache Blessing” 

 

Now you will feel no rain, for each of you will be shelter for the other. 

Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will be warmth to the other. 
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Now there will be no loneliness, for each of you will be companion to the other. 

Now you are two persons, but there is only one life before you. 

May beauty surround you both in the journey ahead and through all the years. 

May happiness be your companion and your days together be good and long upon the earth. 

 

Treat yourselves and each other with respect, and 

remind yourselves often of what brought you together. 

Give the highest priority to the tenderness, 

gentleness and kindness that your connection deserves. 

When frustration, difficulties and fear threatens your relationship, as 

they threaten all relationships at one time or another, 

remember to focus on what is right between you, not only the part which seems wrong. 

 

In this way, you can ride out the storms when clouds hide the face of the sun in your lives - 

Remember that even if you lose sight of it for a moment, the sun is still there, the clouds will pass. 

 

And if each of you takes responsibility for the quality of your life together, 

your life will be marked by abundance and delight.  

 

Pronouncement  
 

Bride and Groom, in so much as the two of you have agreed to live together in marriage, you have 

promised your love for each other by joining of your hands, the saying of these vows, and the 

giving of these rings, I now declare you to be husband and wife.  

 

You may now kiss the Bride. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, may I present to you for the first time as husband and wife, Mr. & Mrs. 

Bride and Groom Last name. 

 

OR: 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, may I present to you for the first time as husband and wife, the very happy 

couple, Groom and Bride (e.g. John & Mary) 

 

Sample Vows   SVSP1  Modern vows  
 

Groom and Bride, you have are here today to publicly affirm the beginning of what is and what will continue 

to be, a celebration of togetherness and love as husband and wife. 

 

Bride and Groom, as husband and wife, you will grow together in heart, mind and in spirit. This mutual 

growth and sharing will strengthen your love and relationship more than any spoken words or written 

ceremony.   

 

Today you proclaim your love and commitment to the world, to family and to friends present, and 

so I ask that you turn toward one another and join hands. 
 

Do you, Bride, take Groom as your wife, joining with her today in heart, mind and spirit, offering her 

unconditional love and commitment?  If so, please say “I do.” 
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Do you, Groom, Take Bride, as your husband, joining with him today in heart, mind and spirit, offering him 

unconditional love and commitment?  If so, please say ”I do.”  

 

Having stated your intentions to each other (and before all of us gathered here), I now ask that you repeat 

after me: 

 

(Bride) Today, I give myself to you, and ask for your tomorrows. I choose you above all others to share my 

life with me. I promise to love and respect you, to honor and care for you, when life seems easy and when it 

seems difficult. I give you all of my love and trust, and ask that you accept me through all the changes of our 

lives. 

 

(Groom) Today, I give myself to you, and ask for your tomorrows. I choose you above all others to share my 

life with me. I promise to love and respect you, to honor and care for you, when life seems easy and when it 

seems difficult. I give you all of my love and trust, and ask that you accept me through all the changes of our 

lives. 

 

Bride and Groom,   May your lives be ever as close as your are at this moment, and  

may your love keep you together always.   

 

Bride and Groom, in so much as the two of you have agreed to live together in marriage, have promised your 

love for each other by these vows, the giving of these rings and the joining of your hands, I now declare you 

to be husband and wife.  

 

You may now kiss the bride. 

 

May I present to those of us gathered here for the first time as husband and wife, Mr. & Mrs. Bride and 

Groom Bride's Last name. 

 

 

Sample Vows SVSP 2  Religious vows  
 
Opening Words 
 

We have come here today before God to join this couple in matrimony and to celebrate their love 

for each other.  All religions speak of love, for it is the root of our existence, and the foundation on 

which we build our lives. Marriage is a sacred commitment made with love. It offers opportunities 

for sharing and growth that few other relationships can equal.   

 

We were created by God to love one another.  We see the destiny of this in the love of husband and 

wife, which bears the imprint of God’s divine love. Love is our origin; love is our constant calling; 

love is what we share; love is who we are. 

 

As you pledge your love for each other in marriage, you create a spirit unique unto yourselves that 

binds you closer than any spoken or written words.  Marriage is a promise, made in your hearts, two 

people who love each, willing to face challenges together, willing to share hopes and dreams 

together, and willing to takes a lifetime to fulfill. 

 

So today you proclaim your love and commitment before God and before those of us gathered here, 

and so I ask that you turn toward one another and hold hands. 
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Statement of Intention: 
 

Bride and Groom, please join hands. 

 

Groom, do you take this man/woman, whose hands you hold, choosing her alone to be your wedded 

wife? Do you promise to live with him/her in the state of true matrimony? Do you pledge to love, 

comfort and honor him/her at all times, and to be faithful to him/her? If so, respond by saying I do. 

 

 (Groom) I do 

 

Bride, do you take this man/woman, whose hands you hold, choosing him/her alone to be your 

wedded partner? Do you promise to live with him/her in the state of true matrimony? Do you pledge 

to love, comfort and honor him/her at all times, and to be faithful to him/her? If so, respond by 

saying I do. 

 

(Bride) I do.  

 

Repeated Vows 
 

Having stated your intentions to each other and before God and those gathered here, I now ask that 

you repeat after me: 

 

(Groom) In the name of God, I Groom take you, Bride to be my wife, to have and to hold from this 

day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to 

cherish for all the days of our lives 

 

(Bride) In the name of God, I  Bride take you, Groom to be my husband, to have and to hold from 

this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to 

cherish for all the days of our lives 

 

Exchange of Rings 
 

Officiant: These rings symbolize the beginning of an adventure filled with wonder, surprises, 

laughter, tears, celebration, grief & joy.  They symbolize your two lives now joined in one unending 

circle.  

 

Bless, Oh God, these rings, that each gives, receives and wears as a sign of the covenant between 

them and with you.  May they wear them always as a visible reminder of their vows of love and 

commitment for to each other. 

 

Groom, please place this ring on Bride’s finger and repeat after me: 

 

Receive this ring as a symbol of my love and my wedded faith.  I give this ring as my gift to you. 

Wear it and think of me and know that I love you. 

 

Bride, please place this ring on Groom’s finger and repeat after me:  

Receive this ring as a symbol of my wedded love and faith. I give this ring as my gift to you. Wear 
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it and think of me and know that I love you. 

 

Final Words and Blessing 
 

Oh God, our hearts are filled with great happiness on Groom and Bride’s wedding day, as they 

pledge their hearts and their lives to one another. Grant that they may be ever true and loving to 

each other. Temper their hearts with kindness and understanding. Help them to always remember to 

be each other's friend, partner and one true love. Nurture them with strength, love and compassion 

during times of challenge. And with the passage of time, may the life they create together, truly be a 

life of love and harmony, where your spirit is always present.  Bless this union and their life 

together, and walk beside Groom and Bride throughout their lives together.  

 

Pronouncement 
 

Groom and Bride, in so much as the two of you have agreed to live together in marriage, have 

promised your love for each other by these vows, the giving of these rings and the joining of your 

hands, I now declare you to be married.  

 

You may now share this happiness with a first married kiss. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, may I present to you for the first time as husband and wife, the happy couple 

Bride and Groom Last name. (e.g. John & Mary) 
 

Simple Public Declaration Ceremony 
 

You have come before me today to be joined in marriage. 

 

If this is your desire, you must publicly make certain declarations before me and the required 

witness or witnesses. 

 

With that understanding, 

 

Do you Groom declare in the presence of this witness, take Bride as your wife?  If so, please 

indicate your intentions by saying “I do.” 

 

Do you Bride declare in the presence of this witness, take Groom as your husband?  If so, please 

indicate your intentions by saying “I do.” 

 

 

As declaration and confirmation, 

 

Groom please repeat after me, I Groom take you Bride as my wife. 

 

Bride please repeat after me, I Bride take you Groom as my husband. 

 

(If exchanging of rings) 

 

These rings symbolize the commitment you make to each other today. 
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Bride please extend your left hand.  And Groom,  as you place the ring upon Bride’s finger, repeat after 

me. 

 

I give this ring as my gift of commitment to you in marriage. Wear it and think of me and know that 

I love you. 

 
Groom please extend your left hand.  And Bride,  as you place the ring upon Groom’s finger, repeat after 

me. 

 

I give this ring as my gift of commitment to you in marriage. Wear it and think of me and know that 

I love you. 

  

 

With the declarations made between you and before me and this witness this day, I now pronounce 

you husband and wife. 

 

You may now kiss the bride. 

 
May I present for the very first time as husband and wife, Mr. and Mrs. Bride and Groom Last name. 

 

 

Booking Notes: 
 

Thank you for booking your ceremony with me, I appreciate your business.   

 

A few items which are important before I perform any ceremony:   

 

I will need the marriage license, the witness or witnesses, and the agreed upon fees 

paid in full prior to the ceremony start time.    

 

I found it is best to take care of the license and payment of fees prior to the 

ceremony so when the ceremony is completed, you can begin your celebration 

(meeting guests and photographs) without worry or distractions.   

 

Please be ready to start ceremony within 15 minutes of the agreed upon time.  An 

additional fee of $50 will be required if the ceremony does not start within 30 

minutes of the agreed upon time.  I may have other wedding appointments on the 

same day, so this is subject to my time availability.  

 

(If you purchase the confidential marriage license, you will not need a witness.  

Only the person solemnizing the wedding needs to sign a confidential marriage 

license).  If you have any questions regarding a confidential marriage license, 

please inquire at the office you wish to obtain your license. 
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After the ceremony, I am required by law to make sure the marriage license is 

returned to the originating office of issue.  If you want, need or require a signed 

copy, please bring a copy of the original with you for me to sign.  It should have the 

word “copy” on it (printed or stamped). If your license was issued in Salinas, I will 

deliver it to the Monterey County Recorder’s office.  All other marriage licenses 

will be mailed.  Once a marriage license is received by the originating recorder’s 

office, they will record your wedding with the State of California.  Once that is 

done, you will be able to purchase “certified” copies from the originating 

recorder’s office. 

 

Please note that once you receive the marriage license from the recorder’s office, 

you cannot make any changes or corrections on the document.  Please keep it in a 

safe, dry, and clean place until needed.   If the recorder’s office cannot read it as 

original, they will charge a fee for an affidavit for corrections.  If there are 

alterations to the marriage license when I receive it, I will need additional fees for 

recording an amended license.  If I make an error on my part with the marriage 

license, I am responsible for the affidavit $20 to $30 fees to amend the license.   If 

you have any questions, on this, please don’t hesitate to ask me.    

 

A note about State, regional, and local parks:   State parks and beaches require an 

additional permit and liability insurance for any size wedding preformed on State 

parks and beaches.  Regional and local parks may or may not have a requirement.  

You should check with local and regional parks to make sure.  Wedding permits 

are the couple’s responsibility.   I can provide you with some additional 

information upon request.   

 

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Rich Leggett, wedding officiant. 

 

831-970-6060 bayviewofficiants@yahoo.com        www.bayviewofficiants.org 
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